Cardiomyopathy in pregnancy: 2 case reports.
Cardiomyopathy developed in the peripartum period in two healthy primigravida at 41 and 42 weeks of gestation are presented. In the first case, the patient presented with pulmonary oedema and had cardiac arrest immediately after admission. After resuscitation, a live baby was delivered by Caesarean section. Second cardiac arrest occurred after 12 hours of operation and the patient was resuscitated again. On the 8th post operative day, patient died of D.I.V.C. and renal failure. The second case was a twin pregnancy associated with pregnancy induced hypertension. Caesarean section was performed for foetal distress. She developed pulmonary oedema with left ventricular failure on the second post operative day, was resuscitated and discharged on the 15th day. These are the first two cases to be reported from Hospital University Sains Malaysia. Reference is made to three other cases in which a similar pathological process might have occurred.